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Course BUS 389: Quantitative Business Analysis
Fall 2002 – Bryan Lilly
Sections 001C (11:30-12:30) and 002C (12:40-1:40) and 003C (1:50-2:50)
All sections meet Mondays in NE 152 and Wednesdays in CC 238c
	Office
	Clow Faculty 221

	Phone
	424-7201

	Email
	lilly@uwosh.edu

	Assistant
	Pat Stremer, 424-1215, Clow Faculty 125

	Visiting me
	Stop by anytime. I am generally available M-F except when teaching. Make an appointment to be safe if you wish. If class members prefer, I am willing to adopt very specific hours but will then be relatively less available at other times.


Purpose of course 
Build practical business analysis skills, focusing on spreadsheet analysis and applied statistics.

Specifically, by the end of the semester, you should be able to analyze business problems:

1. using a spreadsheet (Excel).

2. with statistical methods, for example using simple summary statistics, hypothesis testing, and regression (using a software package SPSS).

What to buy:
Purchase the course pack available in Reeve Union. This course pack contains all assignments, chapter review notes, and even a set of practice exams. Assignments will require computer files that will be available electronically after the semester starts. 
Optionally, you may purchase an Excel or SPSS book. Excel and SPSS are computer packages we will use. The course pack you purchase in Reeve contains step-by-step instructions in using these packages, so buying a book may not be necessary. A good beginning Excel book is titled Excel 2000 Simplified and the Reeve bookstore has copies on the shelf next to the course pack.
Excel and SPSS programs are available in campus computer labs. If you use Excel at home, and if your home version is not Excel 2002, then the instructions may not be 100% correct. SPSS can be purchased at a 90% discount for students, about $200 compared to $2000. This is still not cheap, but the student price gets you the full professional version and is a great deal. If you buy SPSS, buy the gradpak version. A scaled-down less expensive version is available but will not work for some of the assignments in this course. The gradpak is the full version.
Exam and grading information:
The semester grade will be based on the following:
20%
Exam-1
20%
Exam-2

20%
Exam-3
20%
Exam-4
20%
Homework assignments, but we can divert some of these points to participation or something else if people wish 
Exams are likely to be graded based on 100 points. But each exam is equally weighted and counts for 1/5 of your semester grade. Exam-2 will cover all material pertaining to the first half of the semester. Exam-4 will cover all material pertaining to the first second of the semester.

As per university and college policies, your attendance and participation is expected. Please notify me in a timely manner (i.e., as soon as possible) if you will miss a class. The course policy on attendance is:

· For in-class meetings, 2% will be deducted from your final semester score for each absence that occurs where you did not notify me in a timely manner.

· For in-class meetings, nothing will be deducted for three absences that occur with timely notification. Each further absence will result in a 2% deduction as noted above.
· For in-lab meetings you will be expected to work on group assignments. For assignments due on lab-days, if your group submits the assignment before the lab starts, then you do not need to attend the lab. Otherwise, the 2% deduction will be applied.
· Nametags will be distributed and used to mark attendance. So always bring your name tag.

To convert scores into letter grade, I will use the following:

· A
93% +

· A/B
88% to < 93%

· B
83% to < 88%

· B/C
78% to < 83%

· And a similar pattern for grades below B/C. An exception is a grade of D, which would be applied to a score of 60% < 68%, and then an F is anything less than 60%.

Curving: I do not expect curving to be applied. However, I will confer with Professor Marilyn Hart on this matter. Dr. Hart is teaching two other sections of this class. We intend to evaluate performance and then jointly evaluate curving. The different sections of this course will have the same overall grading pattern, including curving.
Conduct: Your conduct in class and on campus should be beyond reproach. Your grade is at risk if you commit academic misconduct or behave in a manner that reflects negatively on the university and college.

Schedule
Homework comments: Group submissions are due at the start of class on Mondays (in‑class sessions) and at the end of class on Wednesdays (in-lab sessions). Group assignments will be made on dates indicated. Group work is discussed on the last page of the syllabus.
Exam comments: Exams 2 and 4 will be administered over two days. For each of these two exams, one portion will be administered in the computer lab. We do not have formal time budgeted for pre-exam-review. But if you will send me questions prior to an in-class session, then I will devote time during class to answer questions.
	Class 
	Homework Due
	What we will do

	W 9/4
	
	Excel introduction, receive group assignment-1

	M 9/9
	
	Discuss using tables, graphs, and gathering web information

	W 9/11
	Hw1
(group 1)
	Work in lab

	M 9/16
	Hw2
(group 1)
	Discuss Break-even and Excel’s Goal Seek and Solver tools

	W 9/18
	Hw3
(group 1)
	Work in lab, receive group assignment-2

	M 9/23
	Hw4
(group 1)
	Demonstrate use of Excel for forecasting problems

	W 9/25
	Hw5
(group 2)
	Work in lab, discuss difference between =stdev and =stdevp

	M 9/30
	
	Exam-1

	W 10/2
	Hw6
(group 2)
	Work in lab, receive group assignment-3

	M 10/7
	Hw7
(group 2)
	Guest: Amy Lamkins, Wallace Corp.

	W 10/9
	Hw8
(group 3)
	Work in lab

	M 10/14
	Hw9
(group 3)
	Demonstrate example using = rand( ) and if statements

	W 10/16
	Hw10
(group 3)
	Work in lab, receive group assignment-4

	M 10/21
	
	Exam-2a

	W 10/23
	
	Exam-2b

	M 10/28
	Hw11
(group 3)
	Answer Exam-2 questions and demonstrate SPSS

	W 10/ 30
	Hw12
(group 4)
	Work in lab

	M 11/4
	Hw13
(group 4)
	Discuss data cleansing and recoding issues

	W 11/6
	Hw14
(group 4)
	Work in lab, receive group assignment-5

	M 11/11
	Hw15
(group 4)
	Guest, Michele Skarda, Schreiber Foods

	W 11/13
	
	Work in lab (Hw16 not due, but all group-5 members attend)

	M 11/18
	Hw16
(group 5)
	Exam-3

	W 11/20
	Hw17
(group 5)
	Work in lab

	M 11/25
	Hw18
(group 5)
	Answer p-value and crosstab questions, demonstrate converting categorical variable to dichotomous for regression

	M 12/2
	Hw19
(group 5)
	Demonstrate R2

	W 12/4
	Hw20
(group 5)
	Work in lab

	M 12/9
	
	Exam-4a

	W 12/11
	
	Exam-4b


Group homework assignments
Submitting homework: You will be assigned to a four-person group for each assignment. The assignments will be rotated so that you work with several different groups during the semester. The first group assignments will be made on the first day of class. The calendar on the prior page indicates when you will receive new group assignments.
When working in a group, all group members are responsible for independently preparing a draft of the assignment submission that answers all five questions (each homework assignment has five questions). This draft should be brought to the computer lab session held just before the assignment is due. Thus, for assignments due at the end of a lab session, all group members should come to that lab session prepared with their results. For assignments due at the start of an in-class session, group members should come to the prior lab session prepared with their results. One copy of your individually developed draft should be submitted to the professor at the start of the lab session. Any group member failing to submit a solution draft may be given a score of zero for that assignment.
When your group meets in a lab, simply compare solutions. Develop one group submission and provide names for all group members involved. Append your individually prepared draft to your group submission, so I receive one stapled pack from each group.

I expect to grade only the group submission. But if a group member advises me that another group member did not come prepared with a solution-draft, then I will review the individual work. I do not expect to provide part credit in this case, but I will certainly consider the circumstances and provide partial credit if warranted.
The rationale for this group format is three-pronged. First, this format is consistent with our college goal of enhancing your group work experience. And a four-person group makes it hard for two people to ‘gang up’ on a third (. Second, I expect most people to learn more by being challenged to discuss different solutions provided by different group members. And third, this format allows me to spend quality-time with every submission. Review what you write, because I will read everything.
Importantly, grades will be based on your answers to questions posed in the assignments. But if an answer includes a number, reporting this number is only part of what I am grading. How you convey your answer is just as important. You are expected to provide tables, to highlight important numbers in your tables, to indicate units, and to report with grammatically correct and accurate language.
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